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Mr President,

The South African delegation welcomes the delegation of
Colombia to the 16™ Session of the UPR Working Group, and
thanks the delegation for its report. We commend the inclusive
consultation process which was undertaken in its preparation
“and we recommend that Colombia continue this inclusive
consultative  process  when  implementing  accepted
recommendations for the second cycle. R

Colombla has made con5|derable progress in the enhancement
of the practlcal enjoyment of human rights through the
National Development Plan “Prosperity for All”  which
established human rights goals and points the way towards
social inclusion and reconcmatlon ~

- Mr President,

South Africa commends Colombia for its efforts to strengthen
the rule of law and democracy, achievement of peace and
-safety of all its citizens so that they can fully exercise their |
human rights. however, we remain concerned particularly with
the increase of sexual violence agaihst, women in recent years,
_mainly related to the internal armed conflict.



In this regard, the South African delegation recommends that
Colombia continue to priortise policies aimed at promoting
the enjoyment of women's rights and preventlon of sexual

‘ wolence

Furthermore, while progress has been made in strengthening
the protection of those populations that require greater
attention through the strategic policy lines of the -National
Development Plan 2010-2014, South Africa encourages
Colombia to heighten positive efforts in this regard.

ithank you.



